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ANASHRAM SCHOOL
GANDHIJ STARTED SABARMATHI ASHRAM IN NORTH INDIA.

A few Gandhians of Nellore district too desired to start an ashram on the banks of river Pennar. So, they started
“PINAKINI SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM?” at Pallipadu about 10 Kmsfrom Nelloretown, in 12 acres of land. There
are Coconut, Mango, Tamarind, Sapota, Casuarinastrees on which are dwelling the parrots, owls, mynas, and squir-
relswith oftenalargegroup of vistorscaled cranes. Fid dslike Brinjas, Groundnut, Ladiesfin-gers, Maize, Sesamum,
Settle nut crops are surrounded the ashram....

Twice Gandhiji visited thisashram and spent sometime herein the past. After independenceafew activitieswere
conducted for sometime by the Gandhi-ans. After that afew private personstook the ashram for alease.

From sixtiesthisashram was neglected. Theland was occupied by the sma 1 farmersand the ashram wasruined.

In, 1983, Sri Sivaram and Sri Devkumar, two closefriends havevisited this place and decided to start aschool for
the poor village children of Palipadu. Sri Sivaram, isapoet and philosopher educationist, likes Jiddu KrishnaMurthy’s
talksvery much, and likestointroduce K’ sinsight into education. Sri Devkumar wasthe student of Rishivalley School!



They started rebuilding the ruined ashram, and named it “ SRUJANA SCHOOL” . At thisstage M rs. Eleanor Wetts,
an educationist from England, hasjoined Sri Sivaram. It wasan experimental school, aided by “ActionAid”, afunding
agency from England, which helpsmany voluntary organisations, particularly for child education.

They did many educationd experimentsfrom 1983to 1987. They gave some sort of insight to education; gave new
creativetouchesto teaching; inte-grated various subj ects, artsand craftsinto education. Invented very simpletech-
niqueswiththeuseof locally avail-able-waste materia! It wasacreative school!

In 1987, dueto different reasons, Mrs. Eleanor Watts|eft the school. Then | joined the school. For her convenience
Mrs. Eleanor made the school as English medium school. | turned it into Telugu medium. | tried my best to follow
integrated teaching methods and take careto retain the creative potentiai-tiesamong the children, which * were devel -
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oped by Sivaram and Eleanor. And, along with another teacher Rama, wetried to giveashapeto“* AGRICULTURE
BASED EDUCATION"! Wefaced lotsof problemsfrom thevillagers, from the politi-cians, and from the parents!

Theashram building itself hasour school and our residencetoo! We used to meditatein the beautiful, quiet nature
around us! Meditatewhileweteachto childreninthat calm and peaceful nature' slap! Irrespective of successor failure,
meditation hasit’'sown placeinour lives, it lead usto understand the present moments and enjoy whatever wedo......

Therewereno classesin the school. Therewerefour groups. We named each group with the name of trees, which
areintheashram campus. The senior chil-dren’sgroupiscaled as“ TAMARINDS’ — they had 9-11 yearsage and
completed four yearsinthe school. The second groupis“ COCONUNTS’. Thethird groupis“ SAPOTAS’. “MAN-
GOES'’ isthenamegiventothenewly joined children’sgroup.

Thesefour groupsaredivided according to their mental abilitiesand standardsof the children. Inthisschool, there
was no scopeto get promotion one classafter another at the year end. We had our own eval uati on techni questo assess
children’s abilitiesand if they reach the required standard, they will be promoted to thenext level! So, every year the
groupswill beshuffled accord-ing totheir standards!!

Theschool never compromised with the present existing educational systems. The school not at al recognised the
present educationa systems....... All the present educational systemsare suppressing the crestive potentialsand natu-



ral intellectual development among the children and forcing them to by-heart afew answers, or committing to do
mal practicesduring theexamina-tions; And of al theabove, it makeschildren to be dependent, non-peaceful, aggres-
siveandviolent citi-zens!! — Isn't it? The present educa-tiona system givesva uel esseducation both for physica and
mental develop-ments! So, SrujanaSchool had itsown curriculum - which waslinked to the Nature; linked to thelife
of their families; linked to the soci ety wherethey are living; linked to dl the problems, Situations, strugglesand clashes
they arefacing or havetofaceinfuture......

We can not separate children from the Nature and from the social lifel!l Wearepartinthe Nature! .....

Therewere, lotsof pressuresfrom the parents, from the politicians of thevillage, and small farmerswho occupied
theashram land -- but, amidst all these, the school never compromised with the present educational system.

Thisnon-compartmentalisation gave agreat strength to us, to bemoreinnovative, morecreative, and more sengitive
tolovechildren....

THE ROUTINE OF THE SCHOOL

School gtartsaround 9A.M. with theassembly activitiesfor about 45 minutes Every day oneactivity will betaken
up during the assembly sessions: On oneday singing; On oneday dramas; On oneday genera discussions; Onone
day reading news papersand One day listen-ing tape-recorder etc.,

After assembly session, between 9.45A.M. to 1 PM. therewill be three academic periodsin the morning session;
and one more academic period in the after noon 2to 3 PM. - Where exercises of different subjectsi.e. Eng-lish,
Telugu, Maths, Sciencewill be dealt. Senior groups spend one hour per day in“ Self - Learning Corners’. Second
period of the afternoon sessionisarts& craftsperiod! Init they learn painting, clay work, collage, pottery, etc. And
then they had to do some manual work like digging pitsfor tree plantation or for long jump or for agriculture purpose.
After that they had to do garden work for awhile! Lastly they play games.... Sometimesthey used to gotheriver
Pennar for svimming.

Every Saturday therewill be no academic classes. But, we had “ SATURDAY SEMINARS’ inwhich all groups
participate and discussvariousissues. A few issuesbelong to them or to their familiesor tothevillageissuesor may be
any other general topicinwhichthe chil-dren areinterested. Sometimeswemay haveasmall discoursewith children
on different aspectslike superstitions, fear etc. Those seminars prepared children to be conscious about what is
happeningintheir lives. Thosesemi-narshel ped childrenalot to develop their intellectua process. Evenjunior children
of “Sapota’ group like Prabhakar, ChinnaNagaraju, Ramesh used to participate very actively. After the seminar they
used to read library booksfor one hour and then go homes. Now and then we had sight seeing visitsto thefields, near
by villages, fairs, etc...

WE CAUGHT THE SEA IN OUR POEMS.
“Likeahdf rupeecoin
Sprouted inthe sky
Themoon hasgrown over the seal
Wavesareflying
To catch and kissthe moon!
Liketherice, boiling and over flowing,
Likeheapsof salt, likekidscompetingtorunfirst,
Thewavesarerunning towardsthe bank!”
—JAYA



Around 6 O’ clock inthe evening. The moon was seen asif raising from the ocean. Jaya sat beside me. Shewas
watching theraising moon in amedita-tive mood! And by Watching shewastelling poetry. | too waswatching the
raising moon and writing down at full speed whatever poetry Jayasays! Jaya spoetry tooisgrowing liketheboundless
ocean, into pages& pageslikean epic! Shewastelling each sentencein meditation. Shewas collecting metaphorsand
telling. Jaya spoetry iscompeting with the ocean!!

“Oh! Ocean!
How prideof graceyou are
You drag everything into you
Likeademon!
O! Moon!
However you think tofal into thewater
You can’t
Thewavesmakeyou disperse....”
———JAYA
There she stopped! The poetry hastaken threefull pages. She said “therewe stop” and sheranintothesea....

A few teachersfrom two voluntary organ-isationsvisited our school to learn modern teaching methods! Particularly
reading and writing methods. They stayed at the school for amonth. Onefinefull-moon day the school childrenand
theseteacher traineeswent to Mypadu beachto swiminthe sea. Thechildrenwereat theseafor 2, 3timesinthe past.
But, il it looksnew to them. They were surprised at itswavesand itsvastness....

Boysundressed and raninto the sea.

They werefull nude! Girlsranwiththeir clotheson. Small children werefearful to go deep. But theelder children
were playing with thewaves. The big wavesweretaking up their tender bodiesup to alittle height and suddenly falling
down. If they stand oppositeto thewavesthey throw them. Thewavestook away the sand beneath thelegsand make
themtofal! Itisafunny gamewiththesea....

Therewereno boundariesfor joy and happiness. Elder children like Jungli, were swvimming degpinthesea. Every-
body ishappy. The sead so happily teaching lessonsto thechildren very interestingly.

Ramesh, aseven yearsold boy put forth hisexperiencesthisway:
“Waves has beaten with speed
Children from each other dispersed
Moonthought

Why thesechildren aredying
So heiscatching everyone

— Moonwishestogivelight
tothisdancing children....”

RAMESH

Prabhakar, aclassmate of Ramesh ques-tioned the sea:
“Whereareyou born?
Seal
Good shellsandfishesare



Insdeyou
O Seal

—PRABHAKAR

ChinnaNagargju, praysthe sea:
Ocean! You are swallowing and beating us
Moon! You arelikeagoldendisc
Whenyour raystouch the sea

Up and downwithroar...

Likeaslver goldtiger youfall onus

Ocean! Can’t youtake meinto themiddle of the ocean?
Can't you show everything?
Can’'t you show entire sea
How far arethe Fishes, Shells, Waves.... everything...
Ocean! Let mesit onyour waves...”

Whatever itis- wehavetofed it intensively. Subject and object hasto mergetogether and they should not be
separated. Itisone; itisuniquefrom the moments of ecstasy the creativework should begin! When childrenare
taken into such moments-- that istheright education! -- Isit not?

PeddaNagaraju questionshimself whenev-er hevisitsthe sea, with curiosity and he questionsthe seatoo:
“When waves seethe moon
Thenthey roar likealion
They seeahuman being...
Ocean! Whenthewater inyou dry up?

| am asking samequestion
Whenever | come?....”
PEDDA NAGARAJU

“Ocean! You helpthebeggarsalot
If yougiveshellstothem
They givethemto the people
The peoplegivefoodtothem
Thebeggarseat it
Andremember youfor ever....”
——NARAYANA

Narayanaisarough and mischievousboy in the school. But, now hisheart respondswith lots of compassion!
Education should wakeup these sengitive and ddli cate gentle momentsamong the rough and tough children -- then only
itwill becaled as”right education” -- isit not?



Thesdgnificanceof educationisto draw out theinnermost humanistic qualitiesand makechildren asright “individu-
als’ --isitnot?

The seaat Mypadu gave such an opportu-nity to our childrento bring their inner most feelingsand sharethemwith
al.

How one can teach creative methods of teaching to theseteacher trainees, if they are not aware of creative mo-
ments! Can thetext bookswhich are prepared at national level and prescribed al over the state help childrento bring
out their innermost poetic expression......notatall....!

MOTHEREARTH

Telugu classstarted inthe shades of thetamarind tree! Mastan laid down onthe small writing table, but listening to
thestory. Mallikarjuna, Jungly and Nagaraju sat on thewriting tables. Jayahad put her chinon my legsand looking into
the book whichwasinmy hands. Other children sat infront of the tables on theground and listening to the story.

Sincethreedays| wasnarrating thestory “Mother Earth”, anovel written by asoviet writer Mr. Chingeez Itmatov.

Mastan, withagtick in hishand was* pricking the childreninfront of himwithit. Mdlikarjunawasaso pricking the
girlswithabal pentip. The suf-fererswho weresuffering by Mastan & Malikarjunacomplained me. And some-times
they shout at Mastan as* Mastan O! Short calf”.

Thoughthose quarrelsaregoing, ononeside, | wastrying myself to tell the story interestingly, watching Mastan’s
and Mallikarjuna’s mischievous nature on the other. Quarrellingischildren’snature! Oneway itistheir right! If they
don't quarrel, whowill doit? How can westop them onthenameof “discipling” or another?In my classchildren may
liedown or sit on the writing tables, or do some thing mischievous, but, all the way they listen to the story very
atentively.

The common definition to theword “ attention” is-- children who tietheir hands, will not speak or question the
teacher, gauge the teacher without moving the eyesand sit quietly inthe class-room. They are also considered as
“attentive’. But, infact they watch thelip movementsof theteacher, but their mind may be away!

| suddenly stopped the story and ques-tioned Mallikarjuna*“ with whom Tolganoi is speaking? And why isshe
peeking?’



Mallikarjunanot being confused, or delayed and correctly answered very, quickly! Ononesideheispricking the
girls, laughing at them and disturbing the class, but when did he“listen?” And how he answered well?

Children cannot sit quietly! Something or other they do -- whether it ismeaningful or not, whether it ispainful to
othersor not, but, their senseswork fantasticaly....

I never warned them on the name of discipline, but, smoothly suggested them; tried to make them understand the
painif they do mischievousthings.

For about half an hour | told the story, and suddenly, | kneeled on the earth, took ahandful of soil, shownittoal
children, and asked them, “if you al areloving thismother earth, write somepoems....”

Mallikarjunawalked away with his note-book and sat on thetop of the pump shed. Two more children followed
him. Jayaand Sudhir ran, sat on the school veranda. A few lie down on the grass. Ravi and Vijayasat under the
tamarind tree, infront of thetablesand started writ-ing.

After 20minutesall childrenranto mewith loud and pleasurableshouts! All gathered under thetree. Everybody sat
infront of their tablesand made them-selvesto read their poetries....

Anuradharead her pieceat first with ‘ glittering eyes.
“Mother Earth!
You promoted thecivilization!
Atfirst mendidn’t know building houses
You found theinnocentswho know nothing
You nurtured their civilization....
In our childhood we played onyou....

We played with clay by building housemodels
We put the clay on our heads and teased each other....
O! Mother Earth! Redlly you arelike our mother .....”
—ANURADHA

Ravi wasadeaf boy. Hewanted to read at first. But, everybody competed to read first. So, strong children like
Mastan, Jayagot the opportunity at thefirst, and Ravi in thelast. Mastan started his poem:

“Mother!
| crawledinthedust and played
And bathed in your hands
Aganl ranintothedust asnude
— MASTAN

ThenVijayaread her poem:
“Mother Earth!
Thisfam
Hidetheseedsinyour lap
After sproutingitwill be
Greenand beautiful...
Wefed likeafedtivd....”
—VIJAYA



Mal likarjunathought to complete hispoem asearly as possible, so that he can go outside and play! So he started
reading with full speed andloud voice.

“I borninyou
| grewinyou
| mergeinyou
How grateful you are!
You giveyour essenceto usMother!
Takeadl of uswithyou
We can not bear al theseturmoail....”
— MALLIKARJUNA

Weredlly do not know. Fromwhich sourcethe children respond? Every onehastheir own experiences! Mallikarjuna
whoteasesthegirlsin the classroom, does hewrote apoem like this? He does not want to enjoy theturmoail’s....

How many turmoil’s, painsand tearsare hidden in theinnocent minds of these children! They arefearful totheir
parentsl How much their parentsaretroubling them?How much isthe effect of the surroundingson the children?What
arethereal lifeconditionsof the children? To whom these children can speak their difficulties?....

Atlast, Ravi got hisopportunity. No child wasin theclassi.e. under thetree! Everybody left out and wasplaying.
But, | wasthere, tolistento Ravi’spoem....

“We build the houses on your head
Wetravel onyou

Trees, dogs, and al other animalsborn

Inyour lap
Theburdensarefaling onyoul
Mother, onyou

Thetowns, countriesaredeveloping...”

—RAVI

How we can teach “ patriotism” to our children? Every day we ask children to sing national anthem, and takethe
pledge, but, do they become* patriot-s?’ They stand in attention and do sal uteto the national flag, but do they become
“patriots?’ If they joinin scoutsor in NCC or in NSSteams do they become* patriots?’” Do they learn social respon-
s bility? Children do not know about “love” “dedication” “ patriot-ism”. Children do sing, play, quarrel, mischief, fight,
tease....

Teacher hasto understand thisnatural characteristic of the children and start their teaching journey - accordingly!

Above poemsreflect that child can take anything onto their intensefedling and expressthroughit. Children may
quarrel, misbehave, but if thereisright education, they never forget their duties.... Thisisthetask beforethe parentsand
theteachers....

How canwelet our children fedl to recognisetheir dutiesand responsibili-ties?



ATAMARIND TREE.

Tamarind treeswerefull of tamarinds. Thesetamarinds have special taste-- sweet and sour!! Thesewerehugeold
big trees. Children can not climb. But they want to taste thefruits. So, noneto sparebut al were throwing stonesonto
thesingle, innocent tree. It wasvery kind treeto giveitsyoung leaves; fruitsand more over welearn many subjects
under itsshadow! But, my children have no kindness! They were besating thetreewith huge Stones!

Children want to eat something! If any eatableisavailableto them at free of cost, they will not affordtolooseit.
Thosewho know climbing thetree, werevery selfish, they get enough fruitsfor themselvesand got down thetree--
they will not pluck somefruitsfor their friends. Whatever, they collected; they give one or twofruitsto thosewho are
very closetothem! Andthey will not bother about others....

Childrenlike Jungli and Vijayawere somewhat different. Whenthey climbthetree, first they get enough fruitsfor
themselves, and later they pluck thefruitsand throw them down for others. The children standing under the tree
compete with each other to get those fruits. Sometimesthey quarrel, to get afruit! Thosewho don’t get, beg the
childrenwho aresuccessful in picking afew fruits.

But, childrenlike Sudhir, who weremild, can not climb thetreeor fight or beg to get fruits-- if any onekindly gives,
they takeand eat. Otherwise, they, not even ask! They simply and calmly stand aside! Sudhir’sclosefriend Nagarg)
knowsit very well, when he got morefruits, hegivesafew to Sudhir!

Thegenera psychology of childrenisquitedifferent. No mater whether they eat or not, they want to collect more!
They giveapieceto thosewhomthey like! Otherwisethey don’t giveeven apieceof afruit to others! They fed proud
to havemore materia with them. They maintain asort of status on others, who beg them for apiece of fruit, and they
will not give but they make other’ smouth watering! !

We know, people punish the mad by throw-ing stonesat them, like the children now were punishing thistamarind
tree, but how kind isthistamarind tree!

| ranthere and shouted thechildrento stopiit, | asked the children about who knowsto climb thetree, so that they
get afew fruitsand distribute equally to al school children. Under my super-visionthey didit, but, when | wasaway
those salfish children who knows climb-ing, repeated the same story!!

Several times, myself and other teachers motivated the children not to throw stonesonto thetrees, but to pray the
treesto givefruits, and take permis-sion of thetreeto climb and pluck thefruits, then get fruitsfor entireschool children
and distribute equally among themselves. But, children never understand thisconcept! Whenever | say that treesto
have“LIFE”, they just listen, and in practice they behave very crudly..... Wetried our best to make them sensitive
towardsall beings, particularly at trees.... but they didn’t keep their promise!

What to do??.....
How can| makemy children sengitive, dert, awareonal living beings? How can | teach themto changetheir atti-
tudesand devel op compassion, kindnesson all beings, on nature, on wholeworld? How

can | makethem understand the bad effects of quarrels, selfishnessand how canl
ingght of love?

Telling stories, singing songs had no effect!
Telling moralstoo not brought theright action!
Discussionstoodidn’t help!

Disciplinary actionstoo not changed the situation!
Whattodo...??...




PROJECT/INTEGRATED TEACHING METHOD
Normally, our school will take up some PROJECTS. All subjectsand arts& craftswill betaught inaproject.

If weask childrento writeapoem or paint apicture-- they can not. Before asking the children to create any poem
or picturewehaveto create proper atmosphereand lead theminto acreative mood! Certainly itisavery diffi-cult task
to ateacher, but if wedoit, then only children can draw out them-selvesand create!

In January 1987, school had taken up aproject around SHANKRANTHI festival. Itisfully acountry festival!
Farmers festivd!.. Villagers festiva! Children’sfestival!

After two daysof discussions, aplanwasready around Shankranthi. Children had rich experiencesabout Shankranthi.
So teacherswished to exploretheir experiences and provide an opportunity to learn al subjects, including arts &
crafts.

Teacherscantake up projectsto teach different lessons. But, creating an atmosphereto “ create” isentirely different
from teaching alesson. The Shankranthi project may befor about aweek or ten days! But whenever children enter the
schoal, they should find an atmosphere of Shankranthi festival everywhere. All activitiesand subjectsshould berelated
and integrated. Inal periodsthey haveto work on Shank-ranthi. Otherwiseit will bevery difficult to draw out their
innermost qudities.

Inthese projectschildren may createtheir own piecesindividually! At the sametimethey havetolearnto createin
a“group”. They haveto concentrate all their energiesand work together to produce ateam work. Teacher isjust a
hel per to the children towards bringing out their inner world! Teacher isapersonto arrange such acreative atmos-
phere and lead them to acreative mood.

Theplanwas:
1. TEUGU & ENGLISH CLASSES:

Symbals; Songsand actions of Gangireddulu, Haridasas, Budabukka avallu etc.,; Bhogipal lu; Shankranthi festival
cele-brations; 3rd day Kanumafegtiva; Rangolies, Gameswith cocks; Cooking rice-milk with new rice; Superdtitions
duringthefegtivd ...

2. SCIENCE CLASS:

Sun; Planets; IsEarth rotating around the Sun?or is Sun rotating around the Earth?; Zodiac; How Sun entersinto
each zodiac sign of Capricorn?....

3.SOCIAL CLASS:

Calendar; Crops; Seasons....

4. MATHSCLASS:

Area; Shapes, Patterns; Symmetry; Divi-sions; Incomeand expenditure....
5.CRAFT CLASS:

Decoratethe school yard with rongolies

6. PAINTING CLASS:

Mixing of colours; Drawing & Painting of Bhogi fire; picturesof Gangireddulavallu; Gobbi dance; Gameswith
cocks; Bhogi bath; White washing the houses, Cooking rice-milk with new rice; Worshipping thecettle..... etc.,

7.DURINGASSEMBLY CLASSES. Acting likeafamily celebrating thefestiva ; M onoacting of Gangireddulavdu,
Budabukkaavallu, Yanadivallu etc. and dances....



S AGARAJY

WHAT ISDISCIPLINE ?

“What isthisgr?lIsitaclass?..” Jaya sfather surprised and got alittle angry about the classunder thetamarind tree.
Hewarned the children, “ Chil-dren! Sit right and listen thelesson attentively ...” and went away to hisfields. | just
smiled at him, turned towardsthe children and asked the children,

“S0, you say Shankranthi isfarmer’sfestiva, o.k., ‘how?’
“Itisbecause

- Jayapulled my legs

- Narayanagot up and ran towards, me and pulled my shoulders

- Vijayaraised her handsand shouted to answer first

- Mallikarjunastood up and bent onto the children to give the answer with eagerness
- Malli started requesting meto givefirst chanceto her

Sudhir - just sat beforehiswriting tablewithasmile.

Every child hasan anxiety to explain. Because of thisanxiety, eagernessit doesnot look likeaclass-- every timethis
conversation method createsabig noise-- anoiselikeinavillagefair! Though children do mischief’s, they al will be
involvedinthisconversation. Children like Sudhir who hasno muchintimacy with others, so cannot sit quietly. | can
not allow my childrento sit quietly! | liketoinvolveevery one by asking their opinions, for thisl haveto toleratethe
rudeness of the children -- one pulls my shoulder, anoth-er pullsmy legs, someone scratches my knees -- these are
rura children, poorly civilised children!

Every child knowstheanswer; based ontheir family background and their surroundingsevery onehastheir own an-
swers! Every onehastheir rich experi-ences! But, they get little confused when they put their experiencesinto words!
And moreover thereisan eagernessto say! They do not want to expressby aredlistic and logica answer, but, just they
areeager to say whatever strikesto them....

That wasthebasefor my method of teaching.... | am abrother to the children, but, not ateacher, to read thelesson,
explain the meanings, oppo-sitewordsetc., likeinthe government schools! First | gather what children know, then|
put theminan order, and from theseknown things| will lead thejourney towards unknown things, bothlogically and
psychologicaly - | fed itistheright way of education!

When| gtart the classunder thetamarrind tree or in aclassroom | throw lots of doubtsto them -- therethe howl will
gart. Certainly they makequarrds, but they dipinto thinking! Everybody wishesto contribute something! Malli thinks
very dowly, but sherespondsat her own times. We can not pressure her to contributeimmediately! Sometimeseven



after the school finishes, shewill comeback to the school inthe evening and saysthe answer, or sometimesthey will
start the next day classwith their observations....

Thislearning methodisredly adis-turbanceto the other classes. Who watch from outside they feel bad with these
howls! They may get angry for thisundisciplined class-- like Jaya sfather!! But what to do??

GREEN SHANKRANTHI CAME ONCEAGAIN BY WEEPING

“Very good! You said many things about Shankranthi. | learned alot from you. Now it isthetimefor creation.
Beforewewrite something | would liketo read afew poems...” | said.

When | want to read afew poems, immedi-ately Narayanaloudly started to sing adramapoem. | stopped himwith
asmileand read afew poemsfrom classicd literature-- children did not likethem! Then | asked children, “ never mind,
if youdo not like, can youwrite poems likethis

Everybody went into ameditative mood. Vijaya, Ravi, Mdli, Mdlikarjunasat quietly with closed eyesfor sometime
--then began to catch their ideasinto words.

Jungli brought hispoem:
“It hascomel! It hascome!

Shankranthi festiva hascome!

It cameto spend money!

Money it spent on
For therice

For preparing swests...

No paiseareleftinther hands!
But, againthey enjoyed chicken curry!!”

Jungly seeevery thing fromaview of economics, hereflects poverty and hisdifficulties....
Krigtayyaadways, thinksin negativeway:
“Green Shankranthi came by weeping
Whenwe are preparing sweetsit came by weeping
Shankranthi atedl of our sweets
Along with thisweeping Green Shank-ranthi
Thefog also came
Thenwelit Bhogi fire
Becausetheweeping Shankranthi brought thefog”

Narayanawroteasmall conversation:

I: Wake up brother-in-law! Mother asked to wake up and lit the Bhogi fire.
Brother-in-law: Wait! Sundid not rise up.

I: Wakeup! Otherwise mother will beat with the cooking spoon.
Brother-in-1aw: Wait

(Brother-in-law dipped into the deep and did not wake up)



| : Mother! Brother-in-law hasnot wakeup. Bring water ...
Mother: Water! Why?

I: Bring- I will tell you afterwards. M other brought water. | sprayed water on theface of brother-in-law. Hehad
been startled... When he startled, then | pulled out hislower garment. Sister 1aughed aloud! Brother-in-1aw hides
behindthewall....

Many issuesarethereinthe life. Everybody hastheir own background. Fromit they will respond. Theschool isa
placeto create such opportunitiesto respond! Who will teach language? Who will teach literature?? Children are
knowledgeable persons. They know every thing! If the school givesoppor-tunitiesto respond, then they will become
great artists, will becomegreat scientists! Certainly....

Arewe create such opportunitiesfor our children.....

=

A CONVERSATION ON SHANKRANTHI

Birdswere making noise on tamarind trees. Squirrelschasing each other from top of thetreeto the ground, from
ground to thetree, and were enjoying..

Children gathered under thetamarind tree and started aconversation....

I: So, your sisters, brother-in-lawsand your relativeswho livein other vil-lages, will cometo your homefor the
festival -- 0.k. But, tell mewhat afestival is?What it means?

Children: Weall gather, meet with each....

I: Then

Children: Whitewash our house

- Smear the houses and put rongoliesinside and outsidethe house
- Worship the cattle

- Prepare sweetsto eat

- Wear new clothes

| :O.K. I agreeadll that, but, | want to know what isafestival ....
Chi: Weall will becheerful, happy, and together we play games

I: What ischeerfulness?



Children: 7777?
I: O.K. Whenyouwill becheerful?
Children: When weenjoy, when we are happy..

I: So, if you are happy, you will becheerful. If you are happy you can play, sing.... What do you think; will you be
happy if you area one? Will you be happy if you arewithagroup?

Children: Wewill behappy if inagroup

I: Why, why don’t you get happinessif you are alone?

Children: If | am aone, therewill be noneto converse; no oneto play and wewill be bored, Annal
I 1f so, go and sleep when you are bored.

Children: How far we can deep?

I: Then, keep free, don’t do any thing

Children: How canit be! If we speak with otherswewill be happy. Isit good for usto bea onewithout speakingto
others?

I: So, if you bewith others, youwill behappy! O.K. Not only you and your few rlatives, if entirevillageiswithfull
of happiness, wearing new clothes, eating sweets.... then.....

Children: Thenitisafestivd....
|: Fegtival means?
Children: All will be happy....

I Festival means, not only one person or afew persons, but thewhol e village and entire country should feel happy
andlivehappily.... Thenit will becomeafestival.... Mallikarjuna, how do your family memberscelebratefestiva ?

Mallikarjuna What festival Anna?
I: Any festival, for exampletakes Shankranthi....

Mallikarjuna: We celebrateit for three days. First day wewake up at early inthemorning, lit Bhoghi fire, boil
TEGAsa so, and thuswe get warmnessfrom the cold.

I: How isthat Bhoghi fire?

Children: - Thefiretouched they sky -- It wasred

I: After Bhoghi firewhat doyou do?

Children: We have an oil-bath by my mother

I: How isthat oil-bath?

Children: We have oil-bath with soap-nuts

I: Why you have oil-bath with soap-nuts, why can’t you use other material ?
Children: Becauseit will removetheoil and dust inthehead.

I: What happensif thedust, oil retaininthehair?

Children: Wewill get headache

I: What happensif you get head-ache?

Children: If we get any ache, it will benot good four our health

I: After bath what will you do?

Children: After bath, mother will givenew clothes. Wewear them, meet our friendsand play....



Conversationwill goonlikethis... Therewill be no beginning, or ending! Thereisno hesitation from either side.
Children are eager toinformwhatever they know, and whatever they celebrateat their homes. Theonly thingisthat the
teacher hasto be patient and make appropriate dial ogue with children. Otherwise, they get bored. Thereare no text
books. No 1essons. Noteaching. No Definitionsto explain and nothing to ask childrento by-heart! The experi-ences
of children are our text books. They can think they can cometo conclu-sions; they caninvent definitions, they are
happy to announce what ever definition they found..... They know many things! Oneway |lecturing method makes
childrendull, and disinteresting! But thistypeof conversationwill dlow dl childrento think and respond! They canfind
unknown things-- but still children make noise, quarrels, mischief’ sunder thetamarind tree-- becauseitisan open
place, not aclassroom! They had lotsof materiasaround them like sticks, stones, soil to tease other children; some-
timesthey chasethesquirrels, drive away thebirds, and watch the surroundingsfor aninteresting thing... Intheclass
room within thewallsthey can not get such materi-as...

MATHEMETICSIN SHANKRANTHI
I. EXPENSES

“During thefestival your mothers pre-pared sweets, | think so, what material isrequired to prepare sweets?....
Ramaasked the childrenin her mathsclass,

Vijayainformed, “OneK.G. rice, quarter K.G. jaggery and half K.G ail etc.,”
“How much you spent to get thismateri-a ?’

Thechildrenlisted the expenses.

OneK.G rice=Rs. 2.00

Quarter K.G. jaggery = Rs. 2.00

Half K.G QOil - Rs. 12.00

Total = Rs. 26.00

InVijaya shousethey spent Rs. 26 towards preparing milk-porridge. But, they prepared 2 to 3 other varietiestoo.
Every childlisted out what sweetstheir mothers prepared, what materia they used and how much they spent on that
meaterid!

[1.PATTERNS

“How many dotsarerequired for peacock-rongoli?” Ramaasked thegirls. And she continued, “How much areait
will occupy?Didyoudraw itintwofeet areaor infour feet area?’

Ramadivided and marked four feet squaresin thefront yard of the school. Children decorated thefront yard with
beautiful rongoli patterns. They deco-rated with colour powderstoo!

How many dots each design required; how many squareswill comein adesign; shapesof thedesigns; areaeach
design occupied; how much quantity of colour powder they applied; etc., thingsthey learned practically.

Observethe government mathemati cstext books: how many theories; definitionsthewritersof thetext bookswill
pour for the children with unknown and undi-gested technical termsin primary stages. In 3rd classMathematicstext
book the government imposed the hard Sanskritised technical termson 8-9 year old younger mindsto by-heart, such
aslike: Sankhyamana; Sangnamana; Sanka an; Vyavaka an; Ekankasankhya; Viyogakam; Viyogyam; Sesham; Natu-
ra value; Placevalue....

Isit necessary toimpose such thesetechnical termsin primary stages? | sthere other possibi lity to preparetext-
booksfor primary classchildreninsimple language, without any imposed terms? | sthere no possibi lity to simplify
and createinterest about mathematics? Unlesstheteacher isaware of children’senvironment, itisreally adifficult!



No maths chapter will takethechildreninto their lifestuations! Very dull, boring and uninteresting maths...! More-
over it createsfear among the children! To pass examinations children haveto by-heart the theoremswith terms.
Around 70 % of childrenfail in mathspaper only inall standards. And thenin English paper.

But, Ramamade easy the maths. She hastaken it into their experiences, takenit into their environment, into their
homes, into their routine activitiesand provided them an opportunity to learn mathematicsvery smple, without learn-
ing and by-hearting the definitionsand theterms.... Mathsa so apart intheir daily activitieslikelanguage! Redlisingthis
isredly agreat experi-ence!

CHILDREN BECAME PLANETSFORAWHILE
If youturn the pages of Language (Telugu) text book you can find that:
“...During the Shankranthi day the Sunwill enter into the Zodiac sign of crocodile....”
If you turnthe pages of social text book of the same classyou canfind:
“.... The Sun and starsdo not move. The Earth and other planetsrotate around the Sun

Certainly thelanguageteachersaresotraditional and rituaistic that they still consider that the SunandtheMoon are
planets! We do not know, whether they know or not that the Uranus and the Neptune are 8th and Sth planetsin our
solar system, but, still they teach that RAHU and KETHU are planets mentioned by myths! Still they teach that the Sun
eclipsewill occur becausethe RAHU swallowsthe Sun during that day! Thelanguagetext books support thisconcept

Don'’t you find the confusion between language, socia and sciencetext books?Don't you find how our text books
areunscientific and unredlistic? And more over thereisno co-ordination inwrit-ing language and sciencetext books
and between teacherswhilethey teach! They teach according to their text booksto complete syllabus! Don't you fedl
how our children aregrowing with themost unscientific, unrealistic and confusing thoughts!

| have asked 12 childrento standin acircle. Oneboy stood inthemiddle of thecircle. Onegirl wasrotating around
that boy inthe centre. That boy isthe Sun. Therotating girl isthe Earth. The 12 boysinthecirclearethe 12 zodiac
signs! | drew the same picture on the black-board.

Suddenly | asked the Earth to stop some-where. Earth stopped. | asked: “Vijayal How you see Mastan, whereis
re?l

Vijayaanswered, “Mastanisinfront of Jaya

“So, if Mastanisthe Sun, and if Jayaisthe Zodiac sign of Virgin, how heseemsto be?...”

Vijayaagainreplied, “ The Sunisin-front of thezodiac sign of Virgin....”

Againthe Earth started rotating around the Sun. She stopped here and there, and observed the position of the Sun.
Inthisgamethe Sun and the zodiac signsare not moving, only the Earthisrotating....

“Earth! Now how you seethe Sun?’

“Heisinthezodiac sign of thecroco-
dile..”

“S0, duetothe Earth’srotations, we
fed that the Sun entersinto the dif-ferent
zodiac signs and travels through them
over amonth of period! That iswhy we
fedl that the Sun entersinto the zodiac
sign of crocodile onthe Shankranthi day

Children becamethe planetsand zo-
diac signsfor awhile! They experienced
thecomplexity andthevariety of theUni-
versd movements!




CHILDREN' SDRAWINGSARE THE BASE FOR MODERN ART

“ Seethe hump of the cow -- isit not like an unborn baby?” Mani explainsto hismother of apainting, which was
collectively drawn by thechildren.

“Theselegs| havedrawn” Mallikarjunaexplained the same painting to hisfather. Thebody & the headsare not on
thoselegs. Thoseare merged into the stomach of that hugebull....

Thishuge cow was collectively painted by children. Children sat on all sidesof a3to 2 metressizebig chart! They
all havedrawn standing, sitting, walk-ing picturesof thechildren from all dimensions. At the end, two British young
artists, who visited the school during Shankranthi, Mr. Luis Cook and Mr. Daniel Saul joined all these chil-dren’s
picturestogether and gave an out line. Thenit looked likeahuge cow! One of the child’shandsbecamethetail! One
child, who sat with raised hands, formed thehorns! Inthe head portion one of thechildrenisdegping with closed body!
One of the child’s head became the hump of the cow! One standing child’slegs becametherear legs of the bull!
Another’shandsbecameforelimbs! And one sfingersasud-ders.... Likethat inthisentire big cow’spainting, we can
seedtanding, Sitting, deeping children! Itisacollectiveeffort!

Still therewere other paintings— children taking bath on Bhogi day; girlsdecoratethefront yard of the houseswith
rongolies, Gangireddula persons; beggars, men aredecorating hornsof the bulls; white-washing the houses; prepar-
ing sweets, Gobbidance; giving milk-porridgeto crows; cock-races,; cooking milk-porridge; worshipping thecattle..
etc. paintingsdrawn by the children were exhibited in the school, after the project work completed! Parentswere
invited to seethe paintings and chil-dren explained their worksto their parents. More than 30 art pieces-- gavea
shock surpriseto the parents! Onesidein daily assembly class's children were singing Shankranthi songs; reading
poetry; telling stories; acting like Gangi reddulapersonsetc; and playing dramasthat they cel ebratethefestivd at their
homes....

Another Sdeduring academic classes, theteaching isconcentrated around the Shankranthi. InTelugu & Englishlan-
guage classes children werewriting poems, essaysetc. |n science classes children werelearning about planets, zodiac
signsetc. Inmaths classesthey solve maths, based on Shankranthi activ-ities.... Every wheretherewasan atmosphere
of Shankranthi!



In thisatmosphere children worked hard for aweek to produce marvellousart pieces around Shankranthi! Neither
they imitated thefamousartistsnor did they copy down fromthe other artists! Neither the Britain artistsnor the school
teachers hel ped them to draw pictures, mixing colours.. No instructions, no suggestionsare given to thechildrento
draw!

Every childisanindividud artist! Every body draw the paintingsfrom their owninterna, imaginative and creative
world! They drew whatever they like, withtheir own styles!

A few painted |eaping on the chart; afew lie ontheface and painted; afew sit with crossed legsand painted very
patiently; afew children like Ramesh, Prabhakar had thepaint ontheir faces, ontheir legs; afew got the paint ontheir
shirts& bodies; children likeAbdullah and Narayanarub the paint to the neighbouring children and laugh!! Childrenare
dividedinto pairsto paint. Vijayaby naturewasan artist. Shedid not allow Sudhir to join her; shereally got fear where
he can spoil her painting. So sheliked to paint lonely. Every child had alimited spaceto draw, the given spacewasnot
sufficient to Hemal atha, so, sheentered into the other’ s space - the nelghbouring artist Mal likarjunashouted at her that
sheoccupied his space!

Any way, at last, children produced wonderful and rare art pieces! Intheir linesthere were no cause and effect
relations; no symmetry. Every object, every sound, every idea wastakeninto their imaginativeworld, later it was
transformed and came out like an abstract painting!

Wenormally think, that, if wedirect childrenwith specificingtructions, like-- “don’t dolikethat, dolikethis, thisis
right, thatisnot right.” then only children dowell, but, we do not understand that we are spoiling the natura , imaginative
and cregtiveta-entsof thechildren....

Naturally, children are creative! Education meansto draw out their inner most talentsand make them artistsand
scientists- isit not!

Pablo Picasso said, “ It had taken mealifetimetolearntodraw likeachild’

Children’sdrawingsare basefor modern art! Thetwo British artistsworked with children for aweek, to get “ crea-
tive” paintingsfrom them! They weretired after working three hourswith them every day! Louisburst out without
hesitation...

Wearegetting tired working three hourswith the children only. You and your staff spend morning 9to evening Swith
children and you tolerate their mischief’ sand quarrels— don’t you feel tired??’

Teachingisnot an occupation!
Itistoo acreativejob!
How many of usget the opportunity to spend timewith the children?
How many of usget the opportunity to makethe childrento be creative??

CAN OBSCENITIESBE USED ORNOT?!

School wasnot yet started. Children who came early were playing different games. A few plucking young sprouting
leaves of thetamarind tree. Three children went into the garden observing how far the plants have grown! And two
childrenwriting the day’ snews on the black-board from aTel ugu news paper.

| sat onthe school steps, observing the children.

Boyswereplaying agamecalled* billam-godu”, got adispute and started quarrelling with each other. Mastan was
abusing young Prabhakar by naming Prabhakar’scaste.... “ You! Washer man....” Prabhakar too wasnot amild boy;
hetoo abused Mastan by calling hiscaste“ You! Cotton cleaner....”, PeddaNagaraju wanted tointerfereinto their
quarrel, but other children did not listen to hiswords and abused Nagaraju by calling hiscaste® You! Weaver... Why
youinterfere’” Nagarg u cameout of the scene.

Just then, Saila sfather cameto me. He over-heard those obscenities, and abused the children, “ Areyou studying
intheschool?Don’t you get obsceni-ties other than casteand religion....?” Hecameto me, sat beside me on the steps



and madeacomplaint, “ See, we send children to school, to learn good, civilized 1anguage and good behaviour! At
our res denceswe use dang language. Frankly speaking, itisnot good. Chil-dren should get afraid of youl! If thereisno
fear of theteacher, children will not learn anything and they will be spoiled!” He complained from hisown traditional
background of education.

| smiledandsaid, “ Yesitistrue! Still I could not cometo aconclusion, whether obscenitiescan beused or not? Any
one can expresstheir anger by way of using dang language! If there are no obscenities, how one can expressone’s
anger! | am sorry! At present | can not teach any moral to my children. They haveto analysethe nature of anger, the
situation, the psychology behind anger and correct themselves. It should be understood through freedom only! If you
guidethem, start to correct them, not to use slang language, likethis, they can not expresstheir anger freely and
understand the nature of emotions....”

I do not know how far Saila'sfather understood my words! But he stood on hisargument very strongly!

The school started! Assembly began! Children sat “inabig circled, myself and Ramatoo sat among the children. All
sang agroup song. After awhileof silence, | began ashort discussion withthechildren.

“Listen, now | am bringing animportant issue beforeyou. You haveto think about it, understand fair and unfairness
of it, then cometo aconclusion -- theissueis...”. | paused for awhileand continued, “1n our school you are abusing
each other by calling your religionsand cagteslike, “ You, washer man” “you, weaver’sman” “you, cotton cleaner” like
this, isit good to abuse each other on the name of your castes?.... Think.... Isit good?’

All wereslent. A few did downtheir heads. A few writing linesonthefloor with their fingers....
Jayanormally usesdang’'smorethan othersintheschool ... Shedowly said“ It hasbecome ahabit Annal”

| said, “ Another issueisalso here. You abuse not only on the name of your castes & religions, but also, abuse by
bringing women into the scene, like* Lanjakoduka (You son of abitch)...” etc. | heard many times. Why you abuse
each other on the name of prosti-tutes and mothers.... Have you ever thought about these slang’s? Are you just
following your elders, becausethose areusing dang -- why weusedang's....?’

When | coinobscenitiesinmy talk, childrenlaughed....

Ramesh of Sapotagroup emotionally answered, “Yes! Because we shouldn’t abuse on the name of casteAnnal
Castesare created according to our work! So...”

Jayacried, “Why Annal All themen usedang onthewomen....?’

| tried to convince her, through classifying the school childrenintotheir religionsand castes. Onthat day, children
cameto aconclusion not to abuse each other by the name of religion caste, and women. But there are very inconstant
children! They promised, but, they do not know how to stand ontheir promise....

Really they want to stand on their promise, but, during the night all the streets smell with liquor! Soundswith
obscenities! Fathersdrink, abuse, beat their wivesby using obscenities! All the streetsarefilled with dirt, drain-age
canalswith pigs— How my children can stand ontheir promise....!?

RIVERPENNARTOOISOURTEACHER

Childrenwerewaking onthesand. | find afew turmericlikegrassplantsinthesand. | asked very innocently, “who
hasthrown theseturmericshere? See, thisturmericisvery small ...” | took theminto my handsand observed. Chil-dren
laughed at meand said, “ Theseare not turmericsAnna! They look likethat -- you just pressthem and see’

| pressed one of them. It burst like aballoon. Children explained me*thesearetherootsof grasslikewater plants
Annal If you get stomach-ache or motions powder these roots, mix theminwater anddrink ....”

“S0, theserootsareused asmedicine...”
“Annal Annal Seethese plantsunder water. Theleavesarelikeribbons...” Children dragged meintotheriver.

Vallisneriaplantsare shaking their heads under thewater. “ Aswe are educated persons, we call these plantsas
Vallisneria, but how do you cal these plantsinyour village?...” | asked them. But they do not know.



| strainthewater. Childrentoo gath-ered around me, “Have you ever observed these plants-- Do you know, like
usthey too aredivided into maleand femaeplants...” Children surprised and tried to pluck out those plants.

“Don’'t pluck them. First seetheir character. Seetheflowers of the mal e plants detached from the plantsand * are
floating on thewater. But theflowersof thefemal e plantsremainto their stalk-attached to the plant. Observer-the stalk
-- how isit?Itislikeaspring, doyou know why itislikethat?...”

Children do not know pollination, fer-tilisation etc., | explained them about it thereitself. And again started walking
inthewater. | have shown another type of plant -- “ These are Hydrillaplants. We can do many experi-mentswithit

Childrendaily cometothisriver. They swimvery often. Vijaya, ChinnaNagargu werewasher men, so they wash
clothesintheriver — but these plantsdid not attract their attention.

Boysput off their clothes, entered theriver and started swimming nude. Thegirlsentered theriver withtheir clothes
on. They madelot of nuisancethere-- chasing each other; fighting; competing how far they can swim; few divedinto
thewater and pull thelegs of the other children; thefishinthewater kissed their bodies and the boys shout; small
childrenwho do not know swimming fell suffocated and cried.....

Water and sand must open the doors of the children’simaginativeworld. They built small cagesin the sand and
deco-rated with flowers, leaves. They draw picturesin the sand; they hidetheir legsup to theknee and try to take out
them - but they can’t! They play gameslike Kabaddi and Kho-kho etc., in the sand.

Children collect lotsof shellsand fine smooth variety of stones; discussabout them; they swimintheriver; chase
each other onthe banksof theriver; Sing songs; play games, dance; dramatise stories..... they had rich experienceswith
theriver ..... Every experiencewill be stored intheir memory forever and the samethey canrecollect intheir futurelife
to bring themamemory of their sweet childhood!

River Pennar allowed childrentolearn about water plants; about fishes; about shellsand cones; about birdswhich
try to catch thefish; about the cucumber, watermel ons-- plantswhich grow on the sand during the summer; about the
Vemanafestival which will be celebrated on theriver banksoncein ayear; about pollution of theriver water with the
chemi-casfrom the nearby paper factory.... many-many things- theriver Pennar taught the children.

All children after swimming cameout. * Evening Sun, was about to set on theother sideof theriver. | satinmedita-
tion, watching the sunset!.” Children also sat inarow. Jyothi started tell 1ing“ OM” and everybody joined in chanting
“OM”. On onesidethe sun set and on the other side abeautiful, rhythmic sound of “OM” echoing “in the quiet,
peaceful and pleasant atmosphere. All the voices of the children turned one- it isarare experience of meditation
period! But, Mastan, Jungly and Mamullaasthey are M ohammedansthey feltinconvenience, and they tried to disturb
theatmosphere.




SELFLEARNING CORNERS

| epped into the sciencelaboratory, which wasaway fromthemain school building. Infact it wasnot alabora-tory,
but it wasa“ sciencecorner”, in one of the classrooms. Two small tablesand afew science apparatuswere arranged
there- Mallikarjunawas experimenting on heat. Now and then hewas|ooking into thework-card, whichwaslying
down on the floor and which was prepared by the teachers..... The moment | entered into this corner, one of the
balloons was burst. In fact that was the last of the balloonsthat | have given to him to perform the experiment.
Mal likarjunainformed mewith aninnocent face, “ All thebaloonsareburs ....”

“See, if you aoneburst all thefive balloons and finished the entire big candle, then, how the otherscan do the
experimentson heat? Our school ispoor, wherefrom | can get materia for your class-mates?You haveto be careful
inusing thematerid giventoyou. For me, itisvery difficult to providefive baloonsand one candlefor each oneof you
redly very difficult...” | warned himvery gently, and enquired about theresultsof hisexperiments. And later | explained
him how to handletest-tube etc., after that | moved towardsthe sapotatrees.

Under the sapotatrees, “ Pottery corner” wasarranged. Ravi and Jayawere sit-ting in front of the pottery whedl and
making an earthen pan. Actually they want to makeasmall pot, but it came out asapan! After rotating thewheel they
started to do thework, but the clay wasfaling down from thewhed’! Jayawas arrogant!

“Itisnot coming....” sheangrily hasthrown the clay onto thewhedl. | took over thecharge, sat infront of thewhed;
put the clay onto thewheel. Ravi rotated the wheel. | put my thumb inside the clay and prepared asmall earthen
glass....

“Seewe should have patience. Whatever we do, we haveto fix our total concen-tration ontoit,... “| moved again
towardsthemain school building.

Shantaand Hemalathawere sitting in the veranda, out side the school building and painting onthe charts. It wasa
“Painting corner” . Hemalathadrew agirlsdrawing with anice skirt with colourful design. Hemalathawas not much
interested to draw other than girls' pictures. Onthe other hand, Shantadrew avery smal pictureof agirl onabig chart,
and gave unattrac-tive colours and shethought, that she has compl eted the pai nting work, and watching surroundings,
not paying muchinterest on painting! | took Shanta schart, enlarged her girl’ spicture with symmetry and explained her
how to draw apicture on abig chart and how to handle brushes!

Now, | entered into the school building. In one of the corners, wearranged asmall library. It wasa* Reading cor-
ner”. Vijayawassilently reading atranslated book of Mark Twin. Jungli was reading Chandamarna (achildren’s
monthly) storiesloudly! Vijayafelt inconveniencewith hisloud reading. Shewarned himto read silently. But, he
couldn’t.

Inanother corner, Sudhir and Mastan liewith faceto thefloor and referring dictionariesfor meaningsof thediffi-cult
words. It wasa*® Language corner” Wekept afew dictionariesand awork-card inthat corner. Mastan looked into the
work-card and said aword. Then Sudhir refersthe dictionary and saying the meaning of theword, he shouted, “Ah!
Mastan! L ook into thishow many meaningsare herefor thissmall word?Nearly oneand haf pagemeaningsaregiven

Inthethird corner of the school building Nagaraju lonely sat before four Telugu books and searching for the
answers. Sometimes hewas unableto find the answers, so hewasimpatient! Thiswasthe“ Reference corner”. We
usually keep 2 - 4 books of different writers on the same subject in this corner, and with awork-card of one or two
guestions. The children haveto refer and find the variousversionsof different writersto the samequestion. | sat beside
Nagaraju and explained him how torefer!

Thereweresix “ SELF-LEARNING CORNERS’ inthe schoal. In every corner wekept awork-card, according
to theinstruc-tions of thework-card, children havetowork at their own interest, ownrisk, and ownintellect, without
the help of theteacher! Children have been divided into pairs, and each pair got achanceto work in each corner once
inaweek. Each pair spent one period aday in those self-learning corners.



Atfirg, children could not understand thisconcept of “ Self-learning”, becausedl thetimethey were dependentson
theinstructionsof theteacher. Now, in these self-learning corners, no teacher waswith them, no supervision by the
teachers, no consultation with theteachers-- every thing will beinwork-cards, they haveto read and learn silently.

Now, every pair hastowork alone! No interferencewith others; no classroom noises, quarrelsand teasing. Now
they got an opportunity to work by themselveswith freedom and learning by doing!

After onemonth of practiceinthesesdf-learning corners, theinterests of the children cameout, dowly but steadily
these cornersreally helped childrento develop their intellectual process!

Madllikarjunawasinterested in science experiments, and he demanded to put himin the science corner every day.

Theartistsingde Vijayaand PeddaNagaraju emerged out and sharpened. Ravi, Vijayaand Sudhir became book-
worms! When wekept thelibrary closeto them, whenever they get leisuretimethey used totakeabook and sitina
corner. Shantaand Hemal athanot showed any interest in any thing. Mastan became an escapist! Hewasinterested in
acting, hewasabest actor!

Jungli and Jayaa so did not usethese self-learning cornerssufficiently for their cognitive devel opment. Thoughthere
isalittledevelopment intheir psychological state, Jungli wasinter-ested inlabour work, such asworking inthefarms
etc., Hebecameaskilled boy in manua work, but not gave much impor-tanceto exercise hisintellectual abilities.

EXIBITION

Mrs. Sobhaisafeminist. Sheworksfor women rights. She often discusses women problems, particularly the
security of women through law and justice for thewomen! Sheisagood artist too. She makes posters on women
issuesand exhibitsthem -- thus shefocussed thewomenissuesfor public attention and under-standing!

Sheisoneof the best friendsto the school. Now and then shevisitsthe school and discusses many issues. After a
few months hard work she designed many posterson “Women and Law” on 8" March 1988, ontheeve of Interna-
tional Women'sDay sheexhibited those postersin Women'sLibrary a Nellore. Sheinvited the school childrento see
theexhibition!

For two days, before going to the exhibition, children were prepared on women issues. They reflected, their experi-
ences.... how their fathersover ruletheir families; how they torturetheir wives!... Children classified theworksthat
women and men do during the day; how much timethey spend on each activi-ty; which worksaredifficult; which
difficult works men and women do; why men subduethe women; why menwill not help thewomenin household duties;
how men behavetowardswomen; how mother-in-laws behavetowardstheir daughter-in-laws; how the boys, those
study in school behavetowardsthegirls... Not only these, but, many other thingsrelated to women problemsare
discussed by children. They redlly felt sad!

During the sametime, three persons attempted suicidein thevillage! One has committed suicide because hiswife
absconded with her lover. Another woman attempted suicide for non-tolerance of her hus-band’ stortures; and the



third oneisan old man.... Any way three attempted sui cide because of non-tolerance of thetragediesof thelifeand
discontent. Every 3to 4 monthssome one commitssuicideinthisvillage! Children enquired theredlitiesand anaysed
thereasonsinthe school, during assembly sessions.

Children do see, dolisten. But, noth-ing will touch their thinking process. So, heretheimportant role of the school
isto help children by bringing forward theissueswhich childrenregu-larly seeand listen. They discussthem, if neces-
sary they haveto participate, collect information and try to understand theroot causes of theissues! Itisnot asimple
responsi bil-ity toaschool!

You may get aquestion that, can the primary children understand the problemslikewomenissuesetc?? And you
may say that, theseissuesare not reasonablefor their age? So, those should not beincluded as 1essonsinthe syllabus!
But, | question, how many text book writerstoday can know children’s psy-chology and their mental abilities?How
many text book writers haveatouch with children’ simaginativeworld and withtheir dreams?

If you open thetext books, they will produce bad smell of uselessmorals! But, they will not allow childrento
observethelife, to do research, inves-tigation, to analyse, to reflect their experiences...! They will not providean
opportunity to take care about women, about the Nature, about the community, about the Nation, about the Universe
and at last about themselves! — They will teach uselessmoral sto by-heart and passthe examinations, but not teach
practica attitudes, responsibi litiesand they will not teachtolovethelife, but to escapefromlife!!

The surroundings, environment and condi-tions of the children arevery hard and crucia. Because of the poverty,
illit-eracy of their parents, parents negli-gence and may be because of selfishnessof theheadsof the society..... children
arenot inacapable positionto digest the Government’ s nationalised text books! They badly need education which can
analysetheir life! The second day afternoon, children painted pictureswiththeir tears:

Mother-in-law pouring kerosene on her daughter-in-law tokill

A bride-groom taking dowry fromthefather of abride

Extra-marital contactsof ahusband

A sadist husband

A childmarriage scene

All these problemswerefaced by the parents of the children. Children know thetearsof their parents.

They got asmpleintroduction about womenissues. So, they visited theexhibition of “\Women Law”

Mrs. Sobhaand her team wel comed and explained each and every poster inasimplelanguageto thechildren.

Now children have so many questionsintheir minds. Very fredly they expressed their questionswithout hesitation.
Theseare childrenfrom primary classes, but, whatever they arelearning herein thisexhibition, though thesetopicsare
not intheir reach. Even the graduatesin existing educationa structure, have been completely avoided fromthered life!

That day, thereweretearsin eye, particularly thegirls! Their heart filled with pain!

Certainly, childrenlike, Mastan, Sudhir did not liketheexhibition. Itisnot avery interesting subject to the children.
Courts, Policemen, Law etc do not createinterest among the children. But, they understood that there should not be
dua justicefor men and women!

After ‘watching the posters, they madeasmall interview with Mrs. Sobha.
From posters, Jayaentered into Mrs. Sobha'slife;

“Siger! Youaremarried, why you don't wear “ Mangalasutras’ ?Why don’t you wear ear rings?\Why don’t you put
“Kumkum” onyour forehead?’



AGRICULTURE
BASED

EDUCATION

EARNINGWHILELEARNING

“Learning” dependsontwothings... Oneisphysica strength of thechild, and theother ispsychologica condition of
the child. Physical strength means, structure of various parts of the body, correct growth of bonesand muscles. This
growth dependson what food the child ishaving, and what exercisesthechildispractisng....”

Background of their familiesand environment wherethey livewill account for the behaviour, attitudes, andinterests
of thechild!

Today, lakhsof children are becoming child labourersfor supporting their families. Dueto lack of nutritivefood and
hedlth facilitiesinrural aress, theinfant mortdity rateisincreasing year by year. Many children arebecom-ing orphans
and becoming “ street children”. Which law can support these children and touch them with affection-atefeling?

Vijayaisawasher man’sdaughter. On one side she studiesinthe school, and on the other, when the school isover
sheusedto gototheriver, to help her parentsin washing, folding, and dis-tributing the clothes. She collectsthe money
and food from different housesevery night! Sheisjust tenyearsold!

Jayaand Madlli aresisters. Their father awaysthinksto stop their education and wishesto put themtowork inthe
field! Their landisjust oppo-siteto the school. Thesetwo sistersstart their work in thefieldsbeforethe sunraiseand
work till 8.30 am. Then they finish their bath and medl s, attend the school. And soon after the schoal, inthe evening
againthey direct-ly gototheir field towork. Their ageisaroundtenyearsonly...

Except threeor four children, all most ‘ al children of the school havebeen’ involvedinwork, either cattlegrazing or
agriculturework or something whenev-er they arefree.



Especidly whentheharvest season be-gins, the strength of the school will bereduced. All the children, who complet-
ed eight years, will goto earn some-thing during the season! It isan un-avoidablesituationin our rural areas. Children
arecrushed! Withering! Becoming rough, insensitiveat thistender age!

Tojustify economical, socia and cul-tural growth of thechildren -- it isessentia that every school should be self-
reliant! ..... Yes! It means, the school may start asmall industry or involvein agriculture; teachersand children should
involvein“PRODUCTION” process, learn academic subjectsand at the sametime*“EARN” to meet the needs of the
school, needs of theteachersand needs of the children!

Not only to provide good comfortsfor theteachers, i.e. good salariesetc., but also, if the school providesnutri-tion
onetime per aday, andif it providessome“REMUNERATION” to the children’smanual work -- it certainly help
childrento meet whatever expenses occur for their education. Certainly, it will to some extent, freethe chil-dren from
their family’sfinancia difficulties. And moreover, some sort of self-confidence; managing capabilitiesthey canlearn;
from theroughnessthey may make ajourney towards sensi -tiveness— where things can be under-stood rightly! And
finally it may provide an opportunity to understand the philosophical background of thelife; between physic and
psyche; between matter and mind; between thework and thelife; between rel ationshi psthey establish and attitudes
they exhibit towardscommunity......

Anargumentisraised, that, if theschool providessome“REMUNERATION” for their manua work, then children
start to concentrateon“ EARNING” but not on“LEARNING”.

In this whole concept “EARNING WHILE LEARNING”, children will not become “EMPLOYEES’ or
“LABOURERS’ intheschool, but they are* LEARNERS!” Teachersmust be careful to keep up their interestson
“learning” , make children attentive on learning -- but not just on earning! Theremuneration providesan opportunity to
overcomeafew financid difficultiesof thechiddentowardstheir educational expenses! But, thisconcept isnot to make
childrenas“CHILD LABOURERS’ and maketheschool asan“INDUSTRY!” It isnot the obj ective of theschool to
bring theradical changeinthe economic statusof the school, obvioudly, it should not stand for “ more production, more
income, more“profits...” etc., Theschool and children should bealowed to earnto meet thelr minimum needs.

The school should stand for “ L earning and Crestivity”. Both, teachersand children should learn together and keep
creativeatmospherein the school!

In 1988, the school got two and half acres of land. Teacher’steam took aninitiativeto plan“AGRICULTURAL
BASED EDUCATION”. Becausetheschool isinthevillage many of our children belongtothefamiliesof farmersor
agricultura labourers! They al know the processof agriculture!



INAGRICULTURAL BASED EDUCATION, chil-dren do agriculture, and they learn all academic subjects, arts
and craftsaround it. Itisnot simply learning agriculture! Subjectswill belinked to agriculture! Whenwe seeinto our
culture, therdigion, folk lore, art and crafts, life stylesof the people, al activitiesinthevillagearereat-ed to agriculture!
All areinterrel at-ed, cannot be divided with each other! We can not find out thedividing lines.

Here, children have an opportunity to equally usetheir body and mindsfor manual work and theintellectual de-
velop-ments! On onesidethey participatein production processfor livelihood, and onthe other sidethey will draw out
their innermost crestive potentialitiesso children may haveaclear worldly outlook!!

Today the children are captivated within the school wallsand the teachersare becoming thejailors! Importanceis
givento by-hearting theoriesand passexaminations To achieveacertificatethey will haveprivatetuitionsat their class
teachers, leak the question pa-pers, do mal practices during the exami-nations, warn examinerswhile examina-tions,
bribetheevaluators ......

Where arewe going?\We have experi-ences, though children study in vocartiond training centres, they arenot much
different fromthe unskilled |abour force; Sometimes, the mechani cswho have grown by experienceinwork-shopsare
better than these diplomaholders! Arethey not?! Moreover, education became amajor commercial practiceand
commercia educationa ingtitutionsare respons bleto the de-val uation of values of theeducation! Aren't they?

For al this, aswethink, that the education hasno relation with “PRODUC-TION” . Studentshave no part inthe
production process.... and students are responsible for nothing! Parentsdo hard work, give some pocket money, so
children spendit, and enjoy the student life! But, when they enter the col-leges, they will be easily misguided by the
politics! So, now, if welook into thewhol e educational system, which leadsto theunrest and violent natureamong the
students. What we can understand! And what we can observe?|sthereany solutionwith therulersfor this ???

Today education limitsherself, to preparethe clerksand labour force: isit producing “INDIVIDUALS’ ?Wehave
lotsof doubtson the existing educa-tional system.....

Which child hasfull experiencewiththelife?

Which child hasagreat experience with the Nature?

Which child can fregly expressfrom hisinnermost world?

Which child hasthe capabilitiesto find out theroot causesfor the diffi-culties, which he/sheface and solve them?
Which child hasthe heart that can intensively lovethelifeand the Na-ture?

After analysing many drawbacksin the existing educational system, we cameto know, that “ AGRICULTURAL
BASED EDUCA-TION” can givesomeinsight towards practical educationa system..... Asitinvolvesthestudents
not only in pro-duction, but also minglesthem with nature and givesthem an opportunity to facethe life.....

Agricultura based educationisin different stages:

* Inthe 1t stage childrenwill learn sowing, plant growth etc.

* Inthe 2nd stage children will learn taxonomy etc.

* Inthelast stage children will learn production oriented lessons!

During our experiment in the 1t year, the school completed the 1t stage! During thisstage, the school faced | ots of
difficultiesfromtheparentsandvillagers.

Theschool got two and half acresof land - We cultivated Mai ze (M onocotyledons) in oneand half acres. Inhalf an
acre Ladiesfingers(Dicotyledons) were planted; andin theremaining piece of land Angular gourds (Creepers) were
cultivated.

Thechildrenworked inthefield daily one hour during the school hours, and learned different subjectsaround their
work through an integrated teaching plan of theteachers. They produced poetry pieces, songs, essays, paintings, clay
models, collageworks. They retained their creative potentidities.

But, amidst all this, children used to keep quarrdls, fights, teasing etc., asusud, but, they highly co-operatedtotheir
brothersand sisters (teachers) to continuetheir experimentsin education. Which can not beforgotten.....



SHANKRANTHI SOILS
OTHER CULTURE GEOGRAPHY UNDERGROUND WATER
FESTIVALS WEATHER
TERMINOLOGY LANGUAGE SEASONS WATER CYCLE
FOLK LORE -
SEED GROWTH
FOOD PROBLEM POLLINATION
TRADITIONAL &  HISTORY BOTANY FERTILISATION
MODERN AGRL.. RESPIRATICN
; PE5TS .....
DAIRY  AGRO :
POULTRY INDUST IES 2 0OLOGY g?ﬁggLS
SHEEP REARING A LoG ' INSECTS
RONGOLIES G LIFE C¥CIE
SCENERIES  ARTS FERTILISERS
"BOMMALA KOLUVU"  AKND R CHEMISTRY PESTICIDES
SCIENCE  CRAFTS I COMPOST
DIAGRAMS c IMPLIMENTS
CAPITAL PHYSICS TRACTOR | SPRAYER
LABOUR CHARGES u PUMPSETS |GRINDERS
P’Rﬂggggig‘; ECONOMICS L _ FOOD CHAIN
T ECOLOGY SOCIAL FORESTRY
INCOME-LOSS DROUGHT |CYC LONE
SELF-RELIANCY U
MEASUREMENT
POVERTY R GR;:%:;S S
MATHS
LAND-LORDS STATISTICS
LAND DISTRIBUTION SOCIALOGY E T
. BONDED LABOUR =
UNTQUCHABILITY NATURAL &
LAND STRU&&EES GENETICS HYBRID
VARIETIES
PLAN FOR AGRICULTURE BASED EDUCATION

AGRICULTUREDICTIONARY

Parrotsare chattering on the silk cotton tree. Cuckoo from the Sapotatreeisnow and then informing that sheis
listening our lessons. Squirrelschasing each other came near the chil-dren and just escaping with fear. Labour woman,
who are plucking brinjals, beansetcinthefield are chit-chatting with each other. The entire surroundingsof the school
arevery quiet and serious, except the school!

| said tothechildren, “Wewant to do agriculture and simultaneousy wewant to learn al subjects. Then, | think, we
want to know theterms, which are used in agriculture, isit not?What ever cropitis, like groundnuts, paddy, ladies
fingers, beatle nuts-- any, whatever crop our villagersgrow, we haveto makealist of agricultural terms, which our
farmersuse. O.K. After preparingthelist, wewill pre-parean“ AGRICULTURE DICTIONARY”. Doyoulikeit...”

Children divided into three groups. One group went into the veranda. Second group sat under thetamarind trees.
L ast group sat under the sapotatree. Now and then one of the group membersused to cometo meto clear their doubts

Firg, they listed out al thewords, which they know. The group membersdiscussed among themseal ves, whether the
word belongsto agriculture or not. Sometimesthey consulted with thework-ing women in thefiel d. After the school
they consulted their parentsand totally they gathered 150 - 200 words, which are generally used in agriculture by
farmersof Pdllipadu.

After gathering thewords, again | gave work to them. “You collected thewordsused in agriculture, particularly in

our village. You did agood work. But, we haveto know the meanings of thosewords. First, youwrite whatever mean-
ingsyou know. If you do not know, then refer the dictionariesfor meanings. Sometimesoneword will have severa



meanings. You takethose meaningstoo! If you do not get meaningsin the dic-tionariesthen consult your parentsand
gather.

Now children did not go away, they sat near to me. They satinthreedifferent circles. They got severa doubtswhile
they refer thedictionaries. A few wordsarefunny to spell, children used to laugh whilethey spell thewords.

Mastan, Nagargju, Mallikarjuna, Jungli gave nick namesto girlsand mock at them. Girlsusedtoirritatefor it. For
awhileemotional scene hastaken place. Girlstoo gave nick namesto boysand abusethem like, “Mastan! Small
bullock!”, “Nagargju! Snake!”... And used to complainto me-- sometimesthey cried ot.....

Oneextendshistwo legs, keep bookson them and write; one extendsoneleg and fold another; onesit on crossed
legs, onesit quietly without moving; one can chit-chat, laugh; oneinspect the other groupsand when hereturnshe
knocks onheadsof the others; onecdl theotherswith nick-names...... But, they wereall involvedinreferringto huge
dictionaries, finding meaningsand writing theminther note books!

Now, they understand the meaning too! Most of the meaningscame out from their experience. Now weenteredinto
thethird stage.

Again| asked themto put thewordsin alphabetical order, like apucca dic-tionary.

After aweeksstrain, children got intouch with words used in agriculture. They knew the difference, relativity,
rhythm between thewords, they got intouch with thelinguisticimportance of thewords, thebeauty in spelingthemand
usethemfor fun..... They havegot in touchwith words by playing, sSinging, quarrdling, teesing ...

Atlast, | askedthem, “ You prepared thewordslist first, and then gathered the meanings. Isthereany possibility to
draw apictureto every word. See, for example, for theword“ Sickle” you can draw apictureof sickle. Sameastothe
word “Harvest”, you can draw apicture of harvesting - For afew wordsyou haveto draw ashapeonly; for afew
wordsyou haveto draw ascene. Try your best to draw picturesto al wordsyou collected ......”

| gavethem small piecesof papersof twoincheswidth. For two daysthey did hard work, and drew the pictureson
those papers. If they draw wrong, we had asmall conversation, whether the pic-tureissuitablefor that word or not.
Now children had atouch with the pic-tures of thosewords.
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| thanked the children. And | too worked hard for another week, and made abeautiful “AGRICULTURE DICTIO-
NARY” with children’spictures.

Children were happy -- becausethey compiled aDICTIONARY!!

Children of how many school sget thiskind of opportunity -- to smell, to taste, to feel, to experiencethewords.....

SONGSDURINGWEEDING TIME

| wassinging afew folk songsunder thetamarind treefor tamarind group chil-dren (senior children of theschoal)....
towardsintroducing folk songswhichwill be sung during weeding, during grinding timeetc. My voiceisnot good. But
| tried to convincethe children and makeinterest about the rhythm of songs.

1 wrote onefolk song on the blackboard, explained the metrical composition; metaphors, rhyming and rhythm of
eachline. A few supporting words can beused at theend of eachlineinthefolk lore. | explained about it too! Chil-dren
arefamiliar with folk songslikelullabies, bhgjans, romantic songsand mysticfolk songs....

| observed children did not understand it. Mastan and Mallikarjunastarted to writein the dust.

Then | asked childrento say aline each, so that making agroup song. Everyonehasto say onelinekeepinginview
of thepreviouslines.

By that timeacrow has stolen one of the owlets! The other owlets started crying with apeculiar big sound! All
childrenlifted their headsand listened to thecry! Jayahesitated and said to start thelesson again.

Everyonesaid oneline. | helped themto say thelinewith metrical composi-tionand rhyming! Except threechildren
all tried their best to follow theingtructionsand formed anideain thetotal song. But, three children like Shantajust said
prose. They not at al tried to follow the metrical composition and rhyming! | again changed those proselinesintothe
lines of the song by changing and adding new words! | did not removed or added with aforcefrommy side, | asked
childrentofind out suitablewords, as substitutesfor the previouswords, sometimes| gavefour or fivewords, asked
them to chooseright one, which suitsinto the particular metricsand rhyme— It wasatwo way exploring! Ultimately
all children prepared asong! After completion | sang that song by using snapswith fingers. With thisdemonstration
children understood the rhyme and rhythm of asong! They weresurprised! Now they learned anew skill: WRITING
A SONG!!

After thedemonstration, | asked the children, “ See, tomorrow, we are going to weed inthemaizefields! Thenwe
haveto sing songsto forget our fa-tigue! Our eldersused to sing “Weed songs’ during the weeding. Not only these
songs, al folk songsborn during thework..... Work and song are not different! “Can you writeafew “Weed songs*“for
tomorrow....”

Childrenweredispersed. | said onceagain, “Whichever wewrite or paint, we haveto meditatefor afew moments.
If wewant to writeasong on weeding, “we haveto sit beforethe maize plantsand meditate..... then only we can write
goodsongs...”

Vijayaand Sudhir went into deep medi-tation!

Childrenwrote® songs’! Spel 1ing mistakesweretherel But, somehow, they caught theideaand rhythm inwriting
songs! They meditated at every letter and freely expressed their feelingsinto the song! | wasvery fond of them -- my
childrenwrotesongs!!!

We can observe, not only what they wrote, how they wrote, but a so the psychol ogy of the children behind those
songs, i.e. their family conditions, financia difficulties, labourers situations.... al these have beenreflected inthose
oNngs.

“Comewomen comefor weeding!
Comemen comefor weeding!



Comemen comefor making rows!
Comemen, comefor making cands!
Comewomen comefor sowing!
Comemen comefor giving manure!
Comewomen comefor weeding!
Comemen comefor spraying pesticides!
Comemen comefor harvesting the corn!
Comemen cometofill thebagswith corn
Fill thebagsandload thelorry!
Load thelorry and earn the money!
Earnthemoney and wedll, can share!
We can shareand live happily!!”

JUNGLI

Jungli’ssong isone of the most cred-itable songs. In his song, he has men-tioned the order of the agricultural
activities, he discriminated theworks of women and men. At theend he expect-ed to live all together quiet comfort-
ably by sharing the profits! Hehasjust 11 years! Thisidea“ Sharing” isnot fromjust hislips, but, hispover-ty, his
economic difficultiesprovoked himto say “ sharing”!

Whoever studiesina*“good” school, should get thisfedling! We can teach mora seasily about secularism, socialism
and unity! But, how we can nourish these feelings among the children? How can they recogni sethese, and express
through acreativeform?And how canthey put it in practice? Teaching mora sisnot enough;, there should beapractica
education, where, children can FEEL the necessity of secularism, so-cialism, democracy and moreover human val-
UES....

Kdyani, ateacher, composed tunesfor Jungli’ssong, and weall sangit not only during weeding times, even onthe
roads, everywhere-- nearly for two monthsit chased usin every moment...

“Take off weed - O Weed!
Occupied the crop - O Weed!
Plantsdon’t get water — O Weed!
Plantsdon’t grow - O Weed!
Asweknow pains- O Weed!
Back ispaining - O Weed!

L ossto the people - O Weed!
Weed, Weed don’t grow!
Givejoy tous- O Weed!”

Vijaya

Ravi reflected thelifeinan ordinary way.
“Take off of theweed
Inthegreenery field
Comemen and women!!



Comeon! Farmers!
Comeon! Common man!
Togetonour lives
Liveby labour work!!
Comeon! Farmers!”
——  RAVI

Kalyani tuned all songson“weeding”, and gaveapractisetoall.
Workinginthefields, teaching and creation areal not separate entities; but, they areinter-related and inter-mixed!

OBSERVATION OF THEFIELD

Maize germinated after eight days. The day, when the sprouts came out of the soil, | gave straight sticksto all the
children. | instructed them to fix the sticks besidesthe sprouts and observe the plant growth everyday. Children daily
marked the plant growth with apiece of chak, on thefixed stick.

For thefirst ten daysthey observed the plaint growth regularly. Then after every 15 daysthey recorded the growth.
Thechildren werecuriousinthefirst ten days. After measuring, they runto meandinformed.

“Annal My plant hasgrownonly haf C.M...."* Mali informed. “ Annal Our plantsaregrown oneand half C.M...”
Mastan & Nagarguinformed with somepride. Mallikarjunasaid with apathetic face, “My plant isnot grown even one
CM..”

| raised adoubt, “We have sown all seedson the same day, and all germinat-ed the same day. Then why isthis
difference between the plantswhilethey grow?

Everybody started thinking with aquestion mark?1 enquired further, “ Areyour plantsgetting sufficient water?1sthe
land wet or not?And can you tell mewhereyour plantsarelocated?’

Children observed theland and came back, Malli told withasad voice, “ Annal Wheremy plant islocated therethe
landisnot wet enough”



DATE OF| ACRAGE |DATE orl P12 = HE IGHT '
SOWING SPROUTS |[DAY 1|DAY S|DAY 10|DAY 15| DAY 30|DAY 60
CAME
MAIZE |'1 Acre |3.7.88 |1 cM |10 cMf13 oM 6 FEET.
29.6.88| 20 Cents o
DATE OF |SIZE OF| DATE ON |DATES THAT|DATES THAT|DATES OF | DATES OF
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CROP THE CROP
¥ MONTHS Rs., 2,100/- . PULSELESS SEED
. SQUIRRELS SPOILED THE SPROUTS

Madllikarjunaand Ravi selected the mai ze plants, which are growing under the shadow of tamarind trees. Mastan,
Vijaya, Narayana, Jyothi selected the plantswherethe plants get sufficient air, water and sun-light — “ So, what we
havelearntis, water isneces-sary for theplant togrow .... The plantscan not grow rightly under theshade....” Children
learned alesson by experience!

Naras mhuluistheagricultural 1abour-er. Along with him children and wetoo worked in thefield. Weworked hard.
Wewatered the plants, weeded, gavefertiliser; wedrove away thebirdswhichtry to eat the corn..... We observed and
recorded the plant growth, theinflorescence, thetransformation of flowersintofruits, the seedswhich arehiddeninside
thefruits..... Wetasted the younger maize corn; we had ladiesfingersand angular gourd curry inour food. And we
learned different subjectsaround our work!

Many thingscameinto our experienceduring thethreemonthsof croptime! Every issuestrikesour mindsand made
interesting! We recorded every observa-tion in atable during the three months period. Based on that tablewe again
learned science and maths!

If the school hasasmall pieceof land to do agriculture, whether the school may self-reliant or not, but we canlearn
alot practicaly! We can haveextraordinary experience, throughit! Not only plant growth, welearned about ferti lisers,
pesticides, pests, plant diseases, worms, birds, animals particu-larly squirrelsand ratswhich do harm to the crop, and
welearned about the thieveswho theft theripped corninthedark!. Just we have grown creepers, dicotyledonsand
monocotyledons, but learned not only Botany & Zoological lessons, but by using implementswelearned physicsand
by usngfertilisers& pesticideswelearned smplechemistry — very practicaly!

M oreover, we got an opportunity to learn about the rel ationships between the Nature and the living beings by
growing afew different plants! We may be self-reliant or not, can we make our teaching live???

Can this question touch any teacher? Or just teach the theorems, ask to by-heart and allow children to sit for
examina-tions- instead of an out world experi-ence.....



CROPSIN PALLIPADU

Jyothi waswalking and balancing on the bunds of thefields, withaquestionnaire. Kavithawasbehind her, fearful
that shecanfall down! | wasfollowing Kavitha. Behind meNarayanawaswalking by singing dramapoemsloudly. He
too had aquestionnairewith him.

| stopped him, “ See, we are going on awork. They may answer to our queries or not. Sometimesthey may be
hesitative, beangry with us.... We haveto ap-proach them obediently and ask them that wewant to learn afew things
fromthem, if they kindly answer for our queries!

If yousinglikethis, | doubt, if any onewill co-operatewith us.”

We prepared variety of questionnaireson village crops, asapart in agriculture based education. Children were
dividedinto pairs. Every pair had onequestionnairewith them. They havetovigt different farmsand makeaninterview
with the farmers or workers whoever available in the farm. Enough space was given under each question of the
questionnaire. One child had interviewed the farmer and the other wrote the answer in the given space!

Narayanawasapersisting boy. He could not join others. And no oneinvited him to accompany with them. Sohe
lonely involvedinthistask.

Jyothi and Kavithaturnedinto abrinjal field. | too followed them. Narayana proceeded towards beatle nut field.

Thefarmer wasworking in hisbrinjalsfarm. Jyothi introduced herself and explained thetask. But hedid not care
them. Hedid not stop hiswork. The girlssaw each other. They turned towardsme. | camewith them, but denied to
hel p them, Jyothi again asked thefarmer. Hesmply hesitated and said without stopping hiswork, “If | sat withyouto
chit-chat whowill do my work?go onasking....”

Hedid not stop hiswork. Jyothi saw into the questionaire, read the question * and asked him, then heanswered
very smply.

“Annal Which soilsaregood for these brinjals?’ Jyothi asked.

“Exceptinthefuller’searth, anywhereyou can grow brinjals, but water could not be stagnated ....” heanswered.

Kavithasat onthebund, and started writing the answers. After writing, Jyothi asked another question.

“What pestsspoil thebrinjal crop?’ Hesaid al typesof pestswhich spoil thecrop very briefly, by using loca terms
of the pests.



“Thenwhat pesticidesyou use?’ “Endrin, Rogar, Ecalex and Perathene..”
“How you apply pesticides?’

“First wemix pesticideswith water, and then spray with asprayer....”
“What fertilizersyou usefor better growth?’

“Manure. Then, 28, Urea, CN, will begivenoncein 15 days...”
“Whenthiscropgivesfirstyielding?” “ After 45days....”

Theinterview started with littlefear, but at the end they got the entireinformation regarding the brinjal crop. After
completion of theinterview, children said “thanks’ to thefarmer, and returned to the school.

Likethis, Vijaya& Shanthagathered about paddy crop; Jungly & Mastan col-lected about maize crop; Nagargju &
Sudhir gathered about cotton crop..... All thechildrenvisited different fields, interviewed the farmersand gathered the
informationwiththehelp of questionnaires.

A few farmersnot co-operated and abused the children; afew said very concise answers; afew farmershighly
responded to thismethod, and gave much additiona information with patienceand kindness! But, childrenlikeKristayya,
not visit-ed any field, just sat under atree, and filled the questionnaire without inter-viewing thefarmers!

Childrenliked thismethod very much going out of theschool, meeting differ-ent typesof people, interviewing them
it makesnot only interest among the children, but a so, provided an opportu-nity to learnaskill of interviewing! Weekly
two periodsweallotted for thisactivity. Childreninterviewed not only on crops, but also, on villageworkersetc., too.

Childrendo not liketo sit hoursto-gether in oneplace. They liketo move, quarrd, tease, fight..... Thismethod gave
such opportunity to them. They can walk on bunds, on theroads-- whenthey visit fieldsthey can eat cornsof millets
etc., or sugarcane. They enjoyed thefreedom in, thisWORK! Aswethink thisisthefirst step towardsmoulding their
carrier! When they returned they said with largeeyes:

“Annal Wewent there, thefarmer re-buked us-- wewerefearful.... Heis stout, had big moustaches...” “ Annal We
went there, thefarmer asked usto sit on the bund. Hetoo sat besides us, read the questionnaireand hewroteto thefew
questions....”

After interviews, they collated the information in the science classes, and prepared essays on paddy, sugarcane,
cotton, maize, beatlenut, ladiesfingers, brinjas, turmeric, beansetc. Thenthey again visited thefields, and drew the
pictures of those crops during the art classes.

Atlast | prepared abook withtheir pictures: CROPSIN PALLIPADU.
Shantha, Vijayaand Hemal athaprepared an essay on brinjal crop:

“Thiscropwill begrownwhenever the seasonisfound. Except infuller’ searth, any whereit can begrown. It needs
lesswater. Crop comeswithin45 days. Plantsgerminate after 5 daysof sowing. They re-plant theyounger plantsinthe
fieds. Plantswill bewatered for every 10 days. During the germination gamaxin & sevenwill beapplied. Squirrelsspoil
thecrop. Yellow warmsetc. pestsattack thiscrop. So, endrin, rogar, ecalex, perathene etc. pesticideswill be sprayed
on crop. For better growth manure, 28, CN, Ureaetc, fertiliserscan beused Thefertiliser can begiven oncein 15 days

Can children forget the information which they collected and collated at their own risk?... What atormenttoa
normal school child to by-heart the theoremswithin thewalls! The normal school children do not know the crops
whichever cultivated intheir villages, but they have been forced to by-heart the cropswhich grow inAmericaandin
Mediterranean regionsin primary classes! They do not know the history of their villagetemples, but they have been
forced to by-heart the history of Hampi dynasty and Mugal dynasty! They do not know how to draw amap of their
village, but they have been forced to by-heart to draw the borders of Akbar’skingdom or the biggest river inthe
world!!!

Today,
How many schoolsare providing an oppor-tunity to the childrento observe theworld out side the school ?



How many schoolsare providing an oppor-tunity tolearn by seeing; listening; touching; smelling and working?
How many teachersarethereto take risk towards providing an experienceto the children?

All children dispersed to pluck the growing plants, which are naturaly growinginthefield. They identified and
plucked the sprouts and growing neem, tamarind, soap nut, maize and grass plants. Within five minutesthey al come-
back tome, sat aroundinacircle.

PULSE SEEDS AND PULSELESS SEEDS
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Crows, onthetreewere cdling something with unbearable sounds! Sparrowswere continuing their music practice.
Par-rots on the coconut trees were making nuisance. Now and then squirrelsvisit usand observewhat children are
doing here? Thelabourers, who were going just beside usthrough thetamarind groove, havealook into our circle,
watching usand leaving usbehind.....

| asked children to keep the growing plantsin an order, whatever they col-lected from thefields. They demon-
strated the plants on the ground.

First they arranged aseed. Besideit agerminating seed, thirdly asprout with roots, fourthly asprout without seed-
cap, besideit atender plant, then ayoung plant, lastly fully grown plant with strong root and shoot system. They rightly
arranged without much knowledge and guidancefrom me.

| kept various seedsin front of the children. And sinceaweek | wasgrow-ing paddy and green peaseedsin aplate,
now they aregerminated....

Mallikarjunaguessed very well, he cried out, “ So, now Annaisgoing to say about seed growth....”

Our conversation has started. Children were observing the seeds and growing plants. They touched the plants,
turned them and slipped in deep thinking! Childrenwho make quarrels, tease each othersarea soinvolvedin observ-
ing! They were not even awarethat the squir-relsran just besidethem.

| drew picturesinthesoil withmy fingers, “now wewill observeanother interesting thing! Just takethe seedsand cut
themintotwo halves....” And| gavetamarind, neem, soap nut, green-pea, paddy and maize seedsto them.

Children removed the seed coat and ob-served two halvesin tamarind, neem and peanut seeds, but they did not find
two halvesin maize and paddy seeds!

Mastan, with impatience beat the paddy and mai ze seedswith a stone, the seed became powder! But not two
halves.

| suggested them to observe these seeds and the growing plants. | have shown the cotyledons of the seedsand
asked the difference between theleaves and cotyledons. They responded. They do not know thetechnical termsof the
plantsand seeds-- like cotyledons, seed coat etc.

“Thesestout, first leaveswerein the seed, take water and germinate! These stout leaves help the sprout grow with
rootsand stem. When the plant hasgrown, these stout leavesdry and fall-down. Thethin and greenleavesaregrowing
tothestem....” They recog-nised the difference between cotyledonsand theleaves.




“See, seeds of neem, tamarind, peahavetwofirst leaves, but what about maize and paddy seeds?.....” | enquired.
. Thereisnothing...”
. Itisasingleseed...”
. Therearenopulses...”
Seed and the pulse both are same.”

After their responses, | suggested them to observethe seedsagain.  Seethe natural phenomena. Some seedshave
TWO halves, means pul ses! Some seeds do not have pulses.... How can we name these seeds?’

| haveto teach thetermsMONOCOTLY DONSAND DICOTLYDONS. But | do not liketo teach theterms of
science which are prescribed by the Government text booksin primary stages.... Lots of termsare prescribed in
Government text booksfor classeslI| - V. In sciencetext: cotyledons, tap root system, pollination; fertilisation etc.
Andinsocia textstheterms like: democracy: independence; satyagraha; ahimsa; truth; non-cooperation; swadeshi
and many moretermsareimposed on primary school children. | doubt if the primary school children grasp the essence
of thesewords, experiencethesewordsand coinwith afeeling again??? They can’'t! They cannot feel theterms, but
simply they by-heart thetermsand write exami-nations. ... Whoever can not by-heart they haveto follow mal prac-
tices!! .... Isit not one of the causesfor the high failluresin examinations & dropout rate?

Herel do not liketo say “MONOCOTLY DONSAND DICOTLY DONS'. But, | do not know, what terms| can
coininstead of them.....

Jayacried loudly, with clapping of hands:
PULSE SEEDSAND PULSELESSSEEDS
The problemissolved,

Childrenfoundtheir own TERM S, instead of sciencetermswhich areimpaosed onthenormal school childrentoday!
My children know better thanmel! ..... PULSE SEEDSAND PULSLESS SEEDS

What an easy terminology isborn!!
For fun sakel introduced the scienceterms, but children failed to spell them.

“Wearegrowing ladiesfingers, angular gourdsand maizein our fields. Among them which bel ong to pul se seedsand
pulse-lessseeds....”

Childrenresponded immediately, “Maize bel ongsto pul se-less seeds and | adies-fingers and gourds belong to pulse
seeds...

Thenext day, | gave note booksand white papers and said, “ See, now we are going to prepare abook on PUL SE
SEEDSAND PULSELESSSEEDS. So, at firgt, youal will bedividedinto two groups, one group hasto write your
observations on pul se seeds and the other group hasto note down their observations on pul se-less seeds. And then
every oneof you hasto write essayson pulse and pul se-less seed plants. And then you haveto draw picturesof plants
and seed growing.... O.K., “

Children dispersed again and did their job. With their essaysand pictures| prepared abook on PULSE SEEDS
AND PULSELESS SEEDS.

A generd introduction of pulse-less seedswritten by children:

“Thesearegenerally called asgrassplants. Theseare having nodes. Rootsarelikefibres. Thestemisvery leanand
short. They can befal down by wind. These plantsgive corn. Leavesarelong. When the seedsger-minate, first leaves
(pulses) will not comeout. The seed hasno pul ses. For examples pul se-less seeds are: paddy, maize, millets. They have
ashort life period. These plantshave no branches....”



Hemal athanoted her observationson RAGI “We can easily pluck thisplant. Itisnot much stronger. It will not live
for moretime. Thisplant islikeahugegrassplant. Theleavesof thisplant arelean andlong! Thisisashort plant. The
bunch of flowershaving black & white colours. With ragi, people prepareragi malt.”

L earning should beencouraged inanaturd process. If itisnot, children haveto by-heart theterminology of thetext
books! Itisvery difficult tothe8-10 year old children! Isit not?! If we provide opportunity to develop their natural
curiosity, observation and creative potentialities and encourage them to express themselvesin their own known
language...Certainly children can devel op their memory power and respond spontaneously. With thisexperiencel
strongly believe, that children are my teachers, they can teach to theteachers, the only issue before usiswe haveto
enter, intotheir world.

| AM NOTATEACHER
Freedomiscrestivity.
Wherethereiscrestivity
Therewill bethediscipline.

Freedom should be the basefor our education! No competitions, no rewards, no punishments are encouraging!
From the books, children learn reading and writing. Through experience only, one can understand the real meaning of
writingsinabook! By-hearting thetext booksand pass ng the examinationsisnot the educationd criterial Andit should
not be!! Children haveto expe-rienceevery lesson, haveto be observe, experiment, exploreand invent new vistas....
L earning should be an enjoyabl e activity and it should be continued throughout the upsand downsof thelifel!

| don’t know what disciplineis!

Parents demand teachersto teach disci-plineto their children... May be, intheir context discipline means. not to
speak against the elders, respect elders, not to speak obscenities, lies etc. But, if we see the reality, the parents
themselvesdrink, abuse with obscenities, beat their wives, never care about neatnessat their homesand around their
homes. | know, many parentswho send their children to bring cigarettes, liquor bottles....I know many fatherswhotell
lieson various occasions, when the children are ob-serving.... But, these parents expect the school to teach discipline
totheir children -- likenot to tell lies, not to smoke, to have good conduct etc., etc. And moreover they demand to
teach disci-plinethrough punishmentsand keeping theminfear!! Redlly -- | don’t know! Unless, parentsdon’t change
their behaviour towardsthe children, how can they expect their children to have good conduct ... and maintain disci-
pline?

| know only freedom!

Freedom canteach discipline!

Freedom givesamarvellous opportunity to observethingsaround you, to be alert, to be attentive, bethink, to
understand the relationships...

Many thingswill belearnt only through freedom ... If thereisno freedom every thing will be suppressed -- the
thoughts, theemotions.....

Certainly, when children comeout fredly,
Whenthey burst out freely,
Thenthey will bethe architects of the modernworld!

EDUCATION meansTO DRAW OUT.



VID of VIDYA means TO KNOW.
..... What to draw out?
..... What to know?

The school should givean opportunity to draw out the children’sinner world, i.e. their emotions, their thoughts, their
pains, their hiddentalents, their hidden psychologica characteristics.... When they know their own innermost world,
know them -- then the DI SCI-PLINE comesautomatically into thelife of the children!

Which school isworking towardsthis?All schools, al children, al parentsaretrapped by theworld of competitive
examinations! All areinthe clutches of competition and are competing with each other without knowing themselves!!

Wenever tried to divideour childrenfromthe NATURE! How canwe separate oursel vesfromthe Nature? Infact,
Natureisour actua teacher! The Nature, the environment isgiving and teaching alot for us! Inreturn we haveto
contributeto the environment! So, we haveto learnfromthe NATURE!

| know, itisvery difficult toteach“MEDITATION” to the children, but not impossible! Itistheonly key TO
KNOW themselvest TO DRAW OUT their innermost hidden talents! Meditation isnot asentiment, not belongsto any
particular religion or sect! ItisUniversal! It not only allowsus, to draw out our hidden talents, but also teach usto
LOVE oursdvesand theworld around us! Wetried our best to givethisto our children.

| am not ateacher; | am abrother to the children. Children used to call maleteachersasANNA (Brother) and
femaleteachersasAKKA (Sister). We never taught anything. Wejust hel ped them to learn themsel ves. We hel ped
themto becreative persons. Every childisanindividua, and every indi-vidual hasitsowntaents! They havetoidentify
their NATURAL taents, practicethem, and becomeskillful persond! ..... Wejust hel ped themto-wardsthis..... More-
over welearned many thingsfrom our children, we never hesitated for that and we are very thankful to them for
alowing ustolearnfromthem!!!




